LAAC TRACK TEAM
TAKES AAU MEET

¢ By a Times Correspondent

ST LOUIS, June 19—Mer-
curies of the Los Angeles Ath-
letic Club dethroned the New
York AC tonight as the na-
tional AAU track and field
team champions, scoring 124
points to 107 for the
Yorkers.

All in all, it was a big eve-
ning for the boys from South-
ern California, starting with
Jim Lea's impressive 440 win
in the first final of the evening
and finishing with Bob Rich-
ards’ 15ft, 3in. pole vault clos-
ing out the evening's activi-
ties.

No. 2 Vaulter

Lea’s win in 46.6 gave him a
sweep of the big quarter-mile
races this year and tied Hubie
Kern's SC school record, even
though Lea was competing for
the athletic club tonight.

The Rev. Richards’ feat was
the top outdoor vault of his
life- and made him the No. 2
vaulter in history, behind only
World-record Holder Dutch
Warmerdam,

Without evenr waiting to

lew |

change ‘his clothes, Richards
jumped into a waiting taxicab
and sped to the St, Louis Air-
port where he hoped to catch a
plane that would put him back
at his church in Long Beach
soon enough to conduct his
Sunday morning service and
perform two weddings.

It was the 10 points that
Richards won for first in the
vault plus Bobby Smith's 7
points on a tie for second at
14-8 that won the meet for the
LAAC. With the vault still to
be completed, the rival ath-
letic clubs from New York and
Los Angeles were dead even
with 107 points each.

Davis Wins Two

Again this year the New
Yorkers were almost able to
walk off with the national AAU
team title due to their concen-
tration of points in such events
as the 56-pound weight throw,
the hammer throw, the steeple-
chase and the three and six-
mile runs. However, the Mer-
curies compensated for this by
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dolug very well in the shot,
discus, jumps, hurdles and
short running races. |

Jack Davis lnd Parry O'Brien

last night. e for the
WS d a turn estab-
lished a meet -mark.

O'Brien was a close second to
his club teammate, Fortune
Gordien, in the discus, after win-|
ning his shot specialty last eve.
ning. Gordien, the Pasadena ma|
gician and movie actor, threw|
183(t. 2in, to O'Brien’s 177ft.
n.

Mal Whitfield, a new member‘
of the club, successfully de-
fended his 880 ttle ova u very|
cholce field. His time of 1:508
was one of the dozen new meell

marks set in the two-d:
ere . the public schools sta

et dropped down to
about 7000 tonight, but the
temperature didn't drop a bit.
Close Finish
Closest race of the night was
the 220 final where Art Bragg
was mlde a double winner by,
getting the judges' decision!
over Colhgm Chnmp(nn
Chirley Thomas of Texas in
21.18. According to the official|

finish pictures supplied by the
Eulory Phototimer, Beagg and
Thomés were as much
dead heat as they ever coutd
be, but the finish judges de-
clared Bragg the winner since
homas’ armhappened to ob-
struct their view of the front
edge of his chest. Yesterday
Bragg was a clearcut winner
in the 100.
Surprise Champ

‘A surprise champion was
crowned in the twomile
steeplechase when Bill Ashen-
felter, young brother of Olym-
pic Hero Horace Ashenfelter,
was the victor in the classiest
\water-jump field in American
'history, Brother Bill set a meet|
| mark of 10:08.2 for the race with
favored byother Horace back
in third place behind Whrren
Druetzler.

Earlier in the evening broth.
er Horace had won the three-
mile run for the NYAC in a
mediocre 14:185.

Held Wins

Bud Held of the San Fran.

b Tetained hig

iple Cl
nlllonll jnvelln
beautiful throw of 240ft. lV.m.
A few of the club athletes,
Trojans Lea and
ErnIe Shelton, expect to be
imed tomorrow to American|
(um that will be traveling In|
Europe and the Caribbean thfk|
summer. For
however, this is the
1954 season, and it ended on
note for the South:
N




AAU TRACK

SUMMARIES

3-M H. Ashenfelter (NYAO),
14:18. 5. 2, Mcxtnl.t (NY_Pioneer Clubl
14:21.4: 3. atthews (Unlt) 14:
Hnrt (Col elllh

Wilt (NYAC),
(NYAC), 11 38.3.
440—1. Lea (LAAO), 48.6;
i, o O A0y M
b4 Gritfin (Rice), 47.6: 6, Tim- |
(Olnnplc Club), 47.6,

)—1, Gordien,
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3. Dill on 11&\?1\:!‘:}\. 1°7m
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T&F Cl
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?‘:‘

2. Jones

(LAAC)
17718,

in.;
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LB. WEIGHT THROW,_  (Final)—

1. aénkun (New York AC), 42". §lain.;
2. Borgeson (New York AC) X'%

3. Montgomery lOlym ie ub) 1t.;

4 ompson (Yale S8 wlery

'bnl:t l”'lnztac“' c‘mbb Nest rocf:‘:d

r .

{qo‘:-kar record 41ft, g’aln by Dreyer,

w York AC, 1951,

220 LOW HUR-DLH (4 Quallty):

HEAT-—1, Davis (LAAC), 24.3.
Chica, cYo

omugn .fvn(lt .c 544. ‘rl& ﬂ(#

rlonnr CIub). .6

HEAT-—

.

1
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24,
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o, oty
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24.9. 4
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TWO-MILE WALK
. Laskau (92nd ltreet
MacDonald (N.Y.
(Cross Country
ng

(NYAC); 8.
6. Barr (Montclair State),

TWO-MILE STEEPLECHASE

W. Ashenfelter |NYAC).
{ 10: IJ

FINAL -1
10:08.2; 2. brueuler «unn

Ashenfelter (NYAC),
mln (U.8, Army), 101
tunat.), 10:203; 6. ltono (NYAC),
10:23.5.

220-YARD DASH (4 Qualify)
FIRST HEAT--1. Remigino (NYAC),
21.3; 2, aunﬂeld (Grand Street Boys),
21.7; 3, Brown (U,8. Army), 219; 4.
Turner (Fresno State) 1.9
COND HEAT-—

\

T '
21.6; 2. Thomas AC), 218; 3.
Pritehett (cm:- 0 CY ), 21.8; 4. Agos-
tini tunat.) 3

1, Brlu (unnt ), 21.5;

2, Cager (Morgan Btate), 21.7: 3, lchnm
(unat.), 21.7; 4. Mcmbben d..MC ) 218,

FIRST SEMI 4 Remlllnc
(NYAC), 21.3; 2. Bru; 4un| ) 3,
Thnmu (Texas ACI 1.6; 4 rmchen
(Chica, C'Yg " 4

) ND L. = 1. Btanfleld
(Grand Street ou). 21.5; 2, Cager (Mor-
an State), 21.6: Wﬂur (LAACD. 21.6;

Alomnl (unnt . al

ru (umn. 351: %

't'homu <Te AC), 2 1; 3. Btaniteld
und ltrlet. Boys), 4. Remigino
ANY 1.2; § cuer wlornn State),

Amnnl (u
N (Final

t.), 24, 6. 4. Johnston (N.
r‘ﬂmnr ?:1“). 4.8 c‘ﬂx’h).
PIRST SEMIFINAL—1. Mapo (VMI), Fluuz a1s N
8.2 Thomas (Chicago CXO) 244 3. 1AC), 1081t, ASTALE:. Tiaat. recard orsser
vis (LAAC), Th omnlon record 248ft. N
(Unat,), 26.1. Los Angeles AC, 1)

(6] SEMIFINAL — l Corley| HOP, BT (Pinal)—1
{Unat,), 237, 2. Hollow U! Armﬂ Cabrejas (Cuba Physioal Ed. Club), 471t
21‘ “;_1“ 'I(‘tbc:‘m:on . . Con- ln 2.3 otirn ql:‘?mn l( ﬂl;u!. oév

Oll' { 3 "
b AL—1. ‘) avis (LAAC), 23.7; 2. Cor- CIub). 461t .l.n: 4 .(':o:k. 'Ok.lll‘homm.
120 (u‘nl:‘).“n.% 'l'homn:n“(o“ll;l'l».',- 3’3.,.‘ 5 ‘- ) Pr(ig (Oklahoma), 451t
mg Arm;). .1 o, Phomes (Chicasd ;ou eerline Hood, Tex.), 451t
h VAULT 1Hnll\——l R ll‘dl
880-YARD RUN (LAAC), 15ft, 3iain.; 2. Tie bet 1
W AL~—1, Whittleld (LAM.‘\ l 50.8; | (unatt) and Smith (LAAC), 14ft, & }lrl;.
2. Tidwell, (US._Army), l 11,.‘ ; Tie among Kenley (Ft, Ord), d
ard (unat.), 1:81.3; 4 Arnes (Olympio Club\ and  Welbourn
2 1.§13 8. M " l (un.u.).'} t 4in, ( t record, former
sTe rman (N clu ). record 18ft, n., raeliuy  Warmers
18 dam, Olymple Club, 1042.)
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