i Wes Also
Runs Mile
in 4:00.6

BY CHARLES CURTIS

Wes Santee, America's
\master of the mile, bettered
the world record for 1500
imeters last night on his way
ito a 4:00.6 mile clocking in
the Compton Invitational
Track Meet.

Santee, the Kansas Universi-
ty student, was timed in 3:42.8
at the 1500-meter mark, a dis-
tance approximately 120 yards
short of a mile.

After a flurry of announce-
ments and counter-announce-
ments, meet officials said final-
ly that the time would be sub-
mitted to the American AAU
for world record recognition.

The first public announce-
ment attested to the time’s le-

Curtis Called Time

In last Wednesday’s Times,
Charles Curtis, Times track
expert, predicted that Wes
Santee would run a 4:00.8
mile at Compton. Santee made
Curtis look like a wizard by
doing just that last night.

gality. Then an AAU official
said it would not be recom-
mended for approval. Finally
the officials decided it was
completely legal.

Record application forms
were completed, with three
watch times showing 3:427,
3:42.8 and 3:428, respectively.
iThe track will be surveyed to
guarantee the measurement.

The official 1500-meter record
is 3:43, shared by three of the
great runners of track and field
history — Gunder Haegg. Len:
nart Strand and Werner Lueg.

Santee’s mile time was the
second fastest in history, be-
ing bettered only by Roger
Bannister’s 3:59.4 of a month
ago. Last week he clipped off
'a 4013 for an American rec-
ord.

Santee was well on his way
to his evening’s prime goal, a
'world mile record, at the end
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