It was well past the world
record of 194ft. 6in., yet con-
ditions were such that it is
douhtful that it will ever be
accepted.

Throwing against a strong
wind, the 6-foot 5-inch, 245-
pound junior spun the plat-
ter completely over the run-
ning track and some six feet
past into a small ditch,
where it stuck in the mud.

Officials measured it sev-
eral times and came up with
a figure of 198ft. 10in,

Other Technicalities

The actual distance from
the ring to where the platter
lay was 201ft., but, allowing
for the drop of about two
feet and the descending
trajectory, Head Field Judge
Jim Reinhard figured out
what had been 2 feet 2inches
less on level ground, hence
the 198ft. 10in.

However, two technicali-
ties further complicated a
formal world-record applica-
tion.

A survey of the entire
throwing course revealed

Record Toss at Relays
May Not Be Accepted

BY JOHN DE LA VEGA, Times Staff Representative

VICTORVILLE, March 22—Rink Babka, SC's giant
weight man, got off the longest discus throw in history
in the first annual Apple Valley Relays here today, but
the exact measurement will never be known.

ing circle did not have the
required wood or metal re-
straining line.

It was simply painted in
white,

Throw Fair

But there was no question
that Rink’s throw was fair.
It sailed low and strong,
clear over the officials’ heads.
The platter was left there
while bigwigs huddled and
decided what to do about
the unique situation.

Later Babka put another
into the middle of the 2-foot-|
wide creek, further to the
left. It was estimated this
one was a 195-footer. |

Although any world rec-
ord must come as a surprise,
track bugs had long conced-
ed that big,Rink would one
day erase Fortune Gordien’s
listed mark. Babka did 185ft.
lin. on a European trip in
Stockholm last Aug. 7 and|
this year had already done
183ft. 1lin. :

His other throws today
were between 178 and 185.

that it was slightly down-
hill. And the concrete throw-

Incidentally Gordien was!
Turn to Page 6, Column 6|
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