STRIDERS,

BY AL WOLF

By the agonizingly nar-
row margin of a six-inch vic-
tory in the mile relay, clos-
ing event on the program, S
yesterday made it 80 con-
secutive dual track meets
without defeat.

That photo finish win in
the baton race converted a
6363 tie into a 68-63 deci-
sion over the Southern Cali-
fornia Striders before 1,500
screaming fans at Cromwell
Field.

It was Mike Larrabee,
former Trojan, who dreaded
being put on this spot against
Tom Anderson in the anchor
lap. Larrabee, who earlier
had run the 440 in 48.2, was
given a two-yard jump. But
Anderson, who clocked in
49.2, overhauled him.

Staten Wins Three

As the pair rounded into
the stretch abreast, hundreds
of spectators burst from the
stands and ran yelling across|
the infield toward the finish
line for a closer glimpse of
the storybook ending.

Anderson, of course, was
the hero of the moment. But
for the entire afternoon, top
honors went to Bobby
Staten.

Staten, the sophomore!
transfer from San Diego JC,
became the first Trojan ever
to score three firsts.in run-
ning events, He took the 440
in 481, the 220 in 21.8 and
the 220 hurdles in 24.5. The
furlong “tests were run

TROY SPIKERS TOP*

68-63

Relay Victory by Inches Preserves Long
Meet String; Staten Wins 220, 440, Lows

Coach Jess Mortensen took
no chance of burning out his
20-year prodigy so early in
the season and kept him out
of the relay.

Walters Disqualified

Actually, SC's triumph
gave off somewhat of a hol-
low ring.
For assorted reasons, sev-
eral Striders who are Tro-
jan grads didn't compete—
Bob Lawson, Ron Morris,
Mal Robertson and Bob
Harmon,

Another Strider stalwart,
Karl Schreiner, likewise was
absent.

And a disqualification of
Jerome Walters, first place
finisher in the 880, took!

[three points away from the
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DETROIT GETS
TRIBE'S DOBY

LAKELAND, Fla,
March 21 (®#—The De-
“troit Tigers tonight
traded outfielder Tito
Francona to the Cleve-
land Indians in a
straight swap for veter-
an slugger Larry Doby.
The trade obviously
was a quick reply to a
demand two days ago by
the 25-year-oia Francona
that he be used as a reg-
ular or traded to another

around a curve.

club.
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