Jim Returns
to Competition
With 8:29.8

BY AL WOLF
. Jim Beatty, out of compe-
tition since March 81 be-
cause of a succession of leg
troubles, returned to the
races Friday night and
wl:md up with a world rec:|

: The 27-year-old Los An-
{eles Track Club  runner
round the two-mile

8208 at the

SPAAU champlnmhlp meet

staged at Occidental Col-
lege.

The existing mark is 8:32,
set by Albert Thomas of
Australia at Dublin in 1958,
New Zealand’s Murray Hal-|

rg did 8:30 last year at
Sv.o('khohn but that perlorm-
ance has yet to be recog-
nized,

Second Record

It was Beatty's second
world record of the year. In
the Los Angeles Times In-
door Games of Feb. 10, he
became the first to break 4
minutes for the mile on
boards, being clocked in
:58.9.

Jim made his 1962 outdoor
debut in the Easter Relays at
Santa Barbara on March 31,
runnlngau)zﬁlegmthe&
mile baton event, then suf-
fered the first of three in-

juries in a workout two days|
ter.

After two more setbacks,
he was still a doubtful start-
er earlier this week, but
treatments by UCLA coach
Ducky Drake brought him
around.

Sprints Last Lap

Jim sprinted the last lap in
59.8 after doing the first
half in 2:06.1 and the mile in
4154,

He had barely finished
when his wife, Barbara, hur-
ried out of the stands to
smother him with hugs and

kisses.

“I wouldn't have started
if I hadn’t thought 1 had a
chance for the record,”
Beatty said afterward. “I
was worried when my left
calf cramped slightly on the|
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ing mark of 8:03.6 set in 1960.{0x.
Mark Breaker
Beatty holds American
records of 3:40.2 for 1,500(1:
meters and 13:51.8 for 5,000
meters, but the latter was|"?
eclipsed last week at Comp-|.
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Beatty is the first Ameri-
can to own the world two-
mile record since 1936, when
Don Lash briefly did.

Jim said his next race will
come in the national AAU
championships at Mt. San
Antonio June 22-23, He will
run the mile at that timé.

Grelle Pushes

Jim Grelle, also of the
LATC, pushed Beatty along|
in the early stages and fin-|
ished in 8:36, although it was
his first competitive race at
the distance.

Dallas Long of USC, who
recently bettered the world
shot-put record, with a 65ft.
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