Young Beats Clarke

in &:22, Second
Fastest 2 Mile Ever

BY PAUL ZIMMERMAN

Times Sports Editor

SAN DIEGO—Little Joel Young
looked up adoringly at his father as
they jogged together around Balboa
Stadium while the crowd of 10,482
applauded Saturday afternoon.

Well he might too, because, his
dad, George, a health science teach-
er at Casa Grande High in Arizona,
had just run the second fastest two-
mile of all time, beating" a man
whose 8:19.8 stands as the best.

Young thereby proved his qualifi-
cations in the subject he instructs.
Needless to say, it was a new
American record.

Despite a slow 4:12 first mile, the
30-year-old pedagogue circled the
Grasstex course eight times in 8:22
flat, winning by four strides over
Ron Clarke. The Australian's clock-
ing was 8:22.6, making it the
world's third best ever.

Young admitted after the race that
he almost withdrew on Wednesday
because of illness.

The event, billed as the feature of
the San Diego Invitational, lived up
to its advance notices as Young took
command on the final lap after the
Aussie had set the pace much of the
way. George ran the final quarter in
58 seconds as he refused to let
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