Bruins ‘Leap’ to NCAA
rack Title; USC 2nd

Tired Deckard Flops
Once Again, Fails
to Qualify for 220

BY HARLEY TINKHAM

“Times Staff Writer

SEATTLE—Willie Deckard just
plainly ran out of gas. and the stall-
ed Trojans watched helplessly Sat-
urday as redouhtable UCLA literally
leaped over them to win the 50th
NCAA track and field champion-
ships at University of Washington
Stadium,

Scoring 18 points in the triple
jump and pole vault, the final two
events of the day, the Bruins wound
up with 52 points to give UCLA its
third team title in this champion-
ship.

USC, which didn't get a single
point from Deckard in the 100 or
220, was second with 41 points, fol-
lowed hy Oregon with 38 and Brig-
ham Young with 35,

When UCLA left Westwood for
the meet the Bruins were told they
couldn't take James McAlister, the
man coach Jim Bush calls the great-
est long jumper in the world. When
they got here they blew a pa
first event, the 440 relay trials, to
throw away another bundle of
points.

That's not exactly what you call
momentum,

"But these kids," said Bush, "told
me, 'Coach, don't you worry, We're
going to win it I can't believe it.
These kids are amazing. This takes
some of the sting out of the McAlis-
ter los

What gave the Bruins their hig
lift?

Bush smiled and said, "Well, let's
he honest. It was when Deckard
failed to score in the 2.

Willie didn't even qualify for the
final, running last in his semifinal
heat after easing up at the finish.

He was off slowly, but when he
made a move off the turn, it looked
as if he would make it easily, When
the real running started, however,
there was nothing there when he
went to the throttle,
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"1 was tired, I was tired,"
said the gaunt 143-pound-
er, "I can't figure out why.
T just didn't pick up com-
ing down the <Lraighm\\-av
It was the slowest (23.1)
220 of my USC career. I
was tired. T was just tired."

Former Olympic cham-
pion Mike Larrabee, up
here as representative of a
track shoe company, con-
fided that Willie was suf-
fering from hay fever, the
same affliction that has
handicapped Jim Ryun in
his training in Bugene,
Ore.

"His eyes were running
real bad last night," said
Larrabee.

Deckard never offered it
as an excuse, however,
and said he would go to
the line next week in Eu-
gene in the National AAU
championships.

"I have to redeem my-
self," he said.

A crowd of 12,650,
watching in weather that
turned from cold and blus-
tery to clear and warm,
saw eight meet records, in-
cluding a 53-7'2 in the tr
ple jump by UCLA's Den-
ny Rogers.

Rogers finished third,
but the two men ahead of
him, Mohinder Gill of Cal
Poly (SLO) and Barry Mc-
Clure of Middle Tennessee
State, hoth were aided by
over-the-allowable winds,
Gill's winning distance
was 54-812 as he success-
fully defended his title.

Villanov Marty Li-
quori, easily outdistancing
the field on the final lap,
made it three straight ti-
tles in the mile at 3:57.6,
one-tenth of a second un-
der the record he set two
years ago in upsetting
Ryun at Knoxville,

Reynaldo Brown of Cal
Poly (SLO) established a
meet record of 7-3 in the
high jump, best in the
world this year, and left-
hander Dave Roberts of

Rice climbed 17-62 in the
pole vault, the top U.S.
mark of 1971,

In the 440, the classic
race of the afternoon,
UCLA's John Smith over-
hauled USC's Edesel Gar-
rison in the last 20 yards
to win in 453, the same
time teammate Wayne
Collett ran in winning the
Pacific 8 on the same
track. Collett was fourth
Saturday.

The race was a re-run of
the USC-UCLA dual meet
for the first 400 yards,
Smith setting the early
pace and Garrison jump-
ing him as they came off
the turn.

This time, however,
Smith refused to let Garri-
son get away and he was
the stronger of the two in
the desperate surge to the
wire.

"The last time T raced
Fidesel T panicked," said
Smith, "This time T told
myself to relax at the 330
when he was two or three
steps ahead of me, I swung
my arms, lifted my legs
and just let locse. It was
quite a thrill."

_ Garrison, who was timed
n 454, said, "T thought 1

z3

d it. T didn't even see
John, One second he was
there and the next second
he was at the wire, I was
Inoking for Tommie Turn-
er on the other side.

"I really wanted this one
because the team had been
missing some sure points.
It really hurts me [
thought it was mine."

Track Notes

In the first event, the dis
cus, Mark Ostolch got the
Bruins on the right track by
getting a surprise fifth, ovel
taking USC's Joe Antunovich
who was handicapped hy a
leg injury. Ostoich had disap-
pointed in the shot, failing to
qualify, but his 'comeback
Saturday gave him three
straight years of scoring in
this meef, a notable achieve-
ment for a weightman who
rarely g m “oe
Bush said, "The dual meet
loss to USC was probably the
greatest thing to happen to

this team. It got us fired up."
UC! won its_ first
NCAA in 1956 under Ducky
Drake who, incidentally, was
the honomry meet referee
Saturday. Bush coached the
Bruins to their second title in
1966, his second year as head
coach.
Francois Tracanelli gave
Bush asaare m the pole
vault, s first two
tries at !bG th fl)tl height
he attempted, He eventually
cleared 17-0 {o place second.
Washington's Kirk Bryde,
the Pacific 8 champion,
missed badly on all three
tries at 16-0 . e 8:30.9
by Bowling Greel\s sm Sink
in winning the steeplechase
is the second fastest in U.S,
, only (hree v.emlm off
orge Youn, record of
: Decknrd'x 220 lrlal
c:me unl 20 minutes after
he had anchumd USC to vic-
tory in the 440 relay. He was’
bucking a strong wind in the’
relay and apparently it took
something out of him, The
suspicion has to be now that
Willie simply can't handle all
the heats in championship
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