Seagren Clears 17-74, but

BY HARLEY TINKHAM
Times Staft Writer

Bob Seagren is hack in business.

‘The Olympic pole vault champion
didn't win Saturday, losing to Kjell
Isaksson on least number of misses,
but his 17-7% vault was his best in
three years and he's confident he'll
break the Swede's world record of
1822 in the next couple of weeks.

fsaksson, after clearing 17-7}2, re-
tired with a groin injury and Seag-
ren went on to try 18-0% before 11,-
000 fans at the Mt. San Antonio Re-
lays. He had three good shots at it,

" although:none could be called really
close,

"I'm disappointed," said the 25
year-old ex-Trojan. "I really wanted
18 feet today, I seemed to lose my
concentration, I don't know why."

Vern Wolfe, Seagren's coach at
USC, said, "I think if Bobby had a
stiffer pole he would have made 18
1::{( today, The pole looked a little
soft."

Isaksson, who appeared to be .al-
most a foot over 17-712, said, "I don't
think the injury is too serious. But I
think one more jump would have

been unwise, It's too bad. T felt like I
could have done 18-3 today."

The meet failed to.produce any
world records, but there were some
notable performances, particularly
in the long jump where Henry
Hines won with a wind-aided 26-
10% and Arnie Robinson had a cou-
ple of foul jumps estimated at 27-7.

UCLA's James McAlister, with a
personal 1972 best of 25-111/4, fin-
ished only fourth, and former world
record holder Ralph Boston was out
of the money at.25-7 3/4.

USC and UCLA failed in world-

‘s 10

recnnk:hyh on the volcanic ash
track that once was rated one of the
hest in the world but seems to have
lost. its bounce.

The. Trojans won the 880 relay in
1:22.0, almost a sécond off their
world hest 1:21.1, and"the Bruins
settled for a3:04.8 in the mile relay,
two seconds slower than the world
record.

Willie Deckard was the big man
for USC in the 880 relay, gaining 10
yards on the third leg. He was
clocked unofficially in 19.6.

"That's the best he's looked all

|saksson

year," saia Wolfe. "He's got his 'pop'
back."

UCLA  splits were Ron Gaddis,
' 47.4; Warren Edmonson, 45.9; Benny
Brown, 45.8, and John Smith, 45.7.

In the featured 400 meters Lee
Evans, who must hold the world
record for photo-finish victories, got
up in the final strides to nose out
ex-Bruin Wayne Collett in 45.8.
That's more than a second slower
than Evans' time in beating Collett
two weeks ago over UCLA's swift
Tartan surface in the Meet of
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