Trojans Fumble Away Chance
in Mile Relay as Bruins Win

BY HARLEY TINKHAM
Times Staff Writer

Could Leon Brown have stayed
even with Benny Brown and could
Edesel Garrison have overtaken
John Smith on the anchor leg, giv-
{ng the meet to USC, 74-71?

We'll never know.

The Trojans took themselves out
of it with a bad pass on the secend
baton exchange and UCLA went on
to win the mile relay and the meet,
76-69.

It was an anticlimactic ending to a
stirring struggle, a back - and - forth
battle between the nation's leading
college track and field powers at the
Coliseum Saturday before 17,400,
largest crowd for a dual meet here in
25 years.

The Bruins were leading, 71-69,
going into the mile relay. That put it
all on the line. Whoever won the
mile relay won the meet.

On the first leg, UCLA's Ron Gad-
dis came in 5 feet ahead of Karl
Richardson. On the second leg,
USC's Willie Deckard got a couple
feet back on Warren Edmonson and
was just a yard behind as they went
to pass off.

Deckard offered the baton to Leon
Brown, but Leon couldn't find the
handle. He made a couple of desper-
ate ‘grabs, both times coming up
empty, and finally put on the
brakes. When he got control, Benny


Russ Reabold



ES
i
&

By
b
]

pass happened, because
we never doubted we'd
win it."

Smith agreed. |
*T felt 1 was ready to

handle anything that
came up," he said.

He certainly handled
everything in style in the
440, ‘bolting to a 10-yard
Jead over Garrison on the
backstretch, then with-

standing the Trojan's be-
lated bid. Garrison was
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*Not really," he said. 'T
just couldn't let a Trojan
o

done some amaring
things for us. It too had. He
and Willle just haven'. had
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