BRUINS, TROJANS TRIP
IN NCAA; TEAMS ‘EVEN’

BY HARLEY TINKHAM,
Times Staff Writer

BATON ROUGE—USC's hopes of
upsetting UCLA in the 52nd NCAA
track and field championships ap-
peared to crash Thursday night
when defending high hurdles cham-
pion Jerry Wilson failed to qualify
in his first round heat at rain-dam-
pened Bernie Moore Stadium,

Before the night was over, howev-
er, the Trojans found themselves
right back in the chase when
UCLA's Francois Tracanelli failed
to qualify in the pole vault.

On The Times dope sheet UCLA
was picked with 59 points, followed
by USC with 50. Wilson was picked
fourth in the hurdles, Tracanelli sec-
ond in the vault. :

So, the projected totals now are
UCLA 51, USC 46, You could even
make it 48 for USC, moving Robert
Pullard up in the vault, He was
picked for fifth.

Pullard also had his troubles,
however, requiring three vaults to
clear 15-6 and two to make 16-0, Tra-
canelli passed until the bar reached
16-3, then missed all three times, al-
though coming close in his second
try. S

"It makes me sick, losing our two
vaulters," said UCLA coach Jim
Bush who also watched Ron Mooers
fail to qualify. "But we're still in
pretty good shape teamwise with a
lot of good athletes still coming.

"Tracanelli is so inconsistent that 1
only figured him for fourth. So we
lost only four points. T figured UUSC
would get six from Wilson so they
lost more,

"Like I've always said, you've got
to be lucky in this meet."

Wilson, the Pacific 8 champion
who has been troubled all year with
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