USC Back on Top,
Avenges Loss fo
UCLA, Wins Pac-8

BY HARLEY TINKHAM
“Times stat Writer

USC was making a big run at
UCLA Saturday at the Coliseum
when Ed Washington, leading the
high hurdles, suddenly tripped on
the last hurdle, fell to the track and
watched the rest of the field go by.

"I thought we had lost the meet
right there," said Washington. "
was all ready to go home and start
thinking about the nationals."

It's good he stuck around.

'This was a day the Trojans, before
only 3,656 fans, reclaimed a share of
the town, scoring 13412 points in the
Pacific 8 track and field champion-
ships to hand UCLA its first loss in
two years,

‘The Bruins finished second with
130% points, followed by Oregon
with 94 Then came Washington
State 76, Oregon State 64, California
53V2, Washington 50%%, Stanford 17.

After it was over, Vern Wolfe took
another look at the scoreboard, con-
firming the Trojan victory, then
turned to reporters and chose his
words carefully,

"I don't want anybody telling me
‘we're not competitive,” said the
coach of the Trojans. "If you don't
think that team out there {oday was
competitive,” well . . .

He didn't have to ﬁnxsh,

‘Wolfe had been taking some heat
after USC's 82-63 loss to UCLA in
the dual meet, the third loss in a row
to the Bruins, but he never doubted
his team could bounce back in the

'ac-8.

The Trojans did the same thing
two years ago, rebounding to win
the Pac8 at Stanford, so now they
claim two out of the last three con-
ference titles.

How did it happen

The knockout blow came in the
220 when UCLA's Gordon Peppars
failed to score while three Trojans,
led by Mike Shavers in second, fin-
ished in the money to total 11 polnts.

Peppars, running on the inside,
got a muscle cramp midway in the
race and faded to seventh.

knew we were dead when Gor-
don drew the inside lane," said
UCLA coach Jim Bush. "It put too
much strain on his leg. But those are
the breaks, USC had some injuries,
too, and they had a bad break when
‘Washington fell in the hurdles.
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