Dias Vaults 18-1, Wants Record

BY HARLEY TINKHAM
Times Staff Writer

FRESNO—On a night

cleared 18 feet in the pole vault was Vic Dias, the defend-
ing champion and meet record holder.

Dias, 27-year-old graduate of San Jose State, cleared 18-
ISa\uldaymgmmﬂ;eWeaConRelaysaMptmpdy
predicted he would break Dave Roberts' new world rec-
ord of 18-6%2.

"I just need a stiffer pole,” said Dias, a 6-2, 182-pounder
who lives in Mira Loma, outside of Riverside, and repre-
sents the Beverly Hills Striders.

"T've been ready to clear 18 feet for a long time. I did it
in practice last year but then I chipped a bone in my foot.
I knew I would do well tonight because I've been jumping
17-6 consistently in practice. I know I can break the world
record.”

Dias took three tries at 18-7, and although he didn't .

come close, he got most of his body over on the final try
before crashing down on the bar.

It was a big night for jumping all around as strong, gus-
ty winds which eventually turned Ratcliffe Stadium into a

is winning jump was 4.7 m.p.h., just over
thenlhwableul“ﬂmphlt‘sthebeamrkmme
world this year, exceeding the wind-aided 27-4 by Charl-
deNnguuandtheUmvmtydmm
In the triple jump, Milan Tiff of the Beverly Hills Strid-
ers rode the winds to an impressive 55-5 as the first six
finishers all bettered 54 feet. USC's Tom Chochee set a
school record of 54-4%% in placing fourth. UCLA's Willie
Banks was fifth.
On the track, the winds didn't help that much. The san-

1
dy-clay track, traditionally one of the fastest, was badly

drwadwmdu:!mngf(r!heﬁmuu.melemt
guaranteeing slower clockings. The electrical timing on
Houston McTear’s world record-equaling 9.0, for instance,
was93.

Jamaica's Don Quarrie won the 100 in 9.37 and UCLA's
Clim Jackson took the high hurdles in 13.64. In both races
the wind was legal.

USC made a sweep of the relays, winning the 440 in
39.85, the mile in a school record 3:06.31 and the two mile)
in 7:31.96. Ken Randle ran a 45.7 leg in the mile relay and
broke open the 440 relay on the third leg.

rana wmummm
the lead in the 440 relay but USC's Randle got that
on the third leg. Runnngl.heopmmﬂcwmmnshw&wn
had the race won but unaccountably eased off at the end, giving|
the win to former teammate Maxie Parks.
U&‘sl)ulm-m;ndahumthempleympandm
extreme pain but later managed to walk it off. "The trainer thi
he will be all right," said Wolfe.
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