USC Wins Pac-8
Track; UCLA 2nd

Gilkes and Randle Help
Trojans to 152 Points

BY HARLEY TINKHAM
Times Staff Writer

PULLMAN, Wash.—USC's track
and field team, apparently down for
the count after Tom Andrews took a
bad spill in the high hurdles, came up
swinging Saturday and scored a
knockout victory in the Pacific 8
championships at Washington State's
Martin Stadium.

The big swingers were James
Gilkes, Ken Randle and Randy Wil-
liams as USC rolled up 152 points to
far outdistance second place UCLA,
which finished with 115.

So, Vern Wolfe's Trojans, No. 2 in
the city after losing the dual meet to
UCLA for the fourth straight year,
once again proved themselves best in
the West, winning the Pac 8 title for
the second straight year and the
third year in the last four.

Gilkes, the free-wheeling junior
from Guyana, scored 22¥2 points, win-
ning the sprints in wind-aided times
of 9.4 and 20.5 and anchoring the 440
relay team to a 39.4 victory.

Williams, suddenly making like
Jesse Owens, took second in the 100
in 9.4 and led off the relay team after
winning the long jump Friday.

Randle made it two straight over
UCLA's Benny Brown in the 440,
winning by a stride in 45.5, took sec-
ond in the 220 in 20.6 and broke open
the 440 relay with a swift third leg.

Williams and Randle both scored
20%% points.

"I can't tell you how thrilled I am,"
said Wolfe. "It was a great team ef-
fort. I'm just so proud of everybody
and so happy. This is a great group
of athletes. They've worked hard all
year, and they deserved the victory."



USC (152) Defeats UCLA (115)
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UCLA coach Jim Bush said, "USC
deserved to win, and I'm proud of
them. We just didn't havelhe horses,
but I'm also very proud of our ath-
letes. They never quit."

Wolfe refused to single out one in-
dividual, but he did have a special
word for Tom Cochee, who won the
triple jump on his last try with a
wind-aided 54-734.

Cochee was the man Willie Banks
passed on_his last attempt to give
UCLA a 75-70 victory in the dual
meet.

T was. delmllzly heartbroken after

that" "s0 1 was very de-
lenmmd on my last jump.”
said Banks came up to him after

me e\cm and said, T know how you
Bel‘m Cochee's ces p the Trojans
le. Andrews

collision with_defending
Kip Ngeno of Washington State and
the Bruins went on to get 1-2 in the
race with Clim Jackson and James
Owens.

That gave UCLA a 6543 lead over
USC after 11 events and a lot of peo-
ple sensed a Bruin avalanche. Cochee
applied the stopper, however, and
suddenly Trojan points were pouring
in from all directions.

Randle came from behind to beat
Brown and freshman Andrews shook
off a bruised hip to take the interme-
diate hurdles in 51.1. Then came the
1-2 finishes in both sprints and the
rout was on.

‘When you're hot, you're hot, of
course, and the Trojans were so un-
touchable at the end that they even
‘managed to win the mile relay with a
makeshift quartet that included four
freshmen—Rod Connors, Mike Sim-
mons, Rich Graybehl and Rayfield
Beaton.

Randle's 440 win was a reverse of
his dual meet victory over Brown
when he held off the Bruin in the
stretch. This time he came from a
yard off the pace after Brown had
opened up a lead on the last curve.

"It's funny." said Randle, "but I felt

sluggish. When I saw Benny leading
coming off the turn, I decided to
wwwkwl‘dhghnn[mvcrlm
ept telling myself to keep my poise
andktepmylm!esup
, who later finished last in
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"Randy is the strongest of all our
sprmta-s because of his long jump-
ing," said Gilkes.

Williams said he was just taking up
the slack after the injury to Guy
Abrahams.

"T know Guy would have finished
second,” he said, "Actually, I might
have won it but I started pushing too
hard at the end instead of relaxing
like I did yesterday."

Gilkes and Williams like USC's
chances in the NCAA meet, June 57

at Provo.
"I think we're going to win it," said
Gilkes. "For sure, I intend to success-
fully defend my title in the 220."

Williams said, "We've got a great
bunch of guys who have really
worked hard. And weve also got
great coaches. I don't think they've
gotten enough credit.”

OK, take a bow, Mr. Wolfe. You,
too, Ken Matsuda, and the latest ad-
dition to the staff, sprint coach Leo
Davis.

When a team scores 152 points,
somebody has to be doing something
right.

Track Notes

UCLA's Rory Kotinek cleared 7-3 on his
last try to win the high jump, proving
again he's just about the toughest competi-
tor you'll ever see anywhere. He's not con-
ceding the NCAA to USC. "A lot of their
g pints are going to ge cut up by other
teams.” he said . "USC.
Texas-El Pm and num

ams 1o beat. W:manmmdﬂldon'l
lhlnk Wl.' Il enter either relay. We'll have a
eam" . . . The weather was on the

mﬂ)e

blustery side when the meet started but
ended up clear and warm.

UCLA's Lynnsey Guerrers dropped out
of the 440 hurdles after missing hs step on
the fourth hurdle. "My leg was tightening
up.” he said. “and there was no sense in
going on. | really feel bad, because this
was one meet | wanted to win" . . Brown

tried

Sack in i but when s | wast ging 10

make it. I gave it up."
Jackson

My God, 1 wonk be ale o run th iter
medtes My hi's sl o bt [ was able
10 run OK." Jackson, on teammate Owens:
“He's going to be a great hurder. He's al-
ways been a fast starter. Now he's getting
his finish together.* Cochee predicts he'll
o over 55 in the NCAA. *A couple of my
jumps today measured over 55 from where
Itook off.” he said.
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