Texas El Paso Wins NCAA

Crown on a Wet Track

UCLA Second, USC Third in Rain-Delayed Meet;
Bell, Ripley Vault 18-1 for Collegiate Record

BY HARLEY TINKHAM
Times Staft Writer

PROVO—On a rainy, windswept
night that seemed to dampen the
drives of UCLA and USC, an interna-
tional team from Texas El Paso
marched to the team title in the 54th
NCAA track and field championships
Saturday at Brigham Young Univer-
sity.

The Miners, two-time NCAA indoor
champions, scored 55 points to 42 for
runnerup UCLA and 37 for third-
place USC.

The meet was held up one hour by
a driving rainstorm which hit after
Earl Bell of Arkansas State and Dan
Ripley of San Jose State broke the
collegiate record in the pole vault by
clearing 18-1.

When action resumed, UCLA's
hopes started to wash away in the
high hurdles when Clim Jackson fin-
ished fifth after getting off to a poor
start.

USC seemed to be in fair shape af-
ter winning the 440 relay in 39.09,
but then just about everything went
wrong. Ken Randle finished only
fourth in the 440; Tom Andrews
failed to place in the 440 hurdles;
James Gilkes was beaten by Tennes-

see's Reggie Jones in the 220, and the
discus throwers managed to collect
only one point.

"We just fell apart at the seams,"
said coach Vern Wolfe, whose Tro-
jans were co-favored with the Min-
ers. "We've got a lot of young kids
who have done a great job all year,
but they just couldn't get it together
tonight."

The Bruins were hardly a disap-
pointment. They got a win from Ben-
ny Brown in the 440 and still man-
aged to get 10 points in the high
hurdles as freshman James Owens
finished second to Larry Shipp of
Louisiana State.

Brown ended three years of frus-
tration in this meet by coming from
fifth place on the turn to win going
away in 45.34.

"I just ran my own race," said the
Bruin senior. "I relaxed for the first
110 yards, then started to build on
the turn. I didn't worry about anyone
else in the race."

The day before, Brown announced
he was shooting for John Smith's
world record of 44.5. After the race,
he said, "When the rains came, I sort
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