Trojans Near NCAA Track Title

BY HARLEY TINKHAM
Times Statt Writer

PHILADELPHIA—There were
some anxious moments for USC
coach Vern Wolfe at Franklin Field
Friday but at the end of the day he
allowed himself a slight smile as he
found his Trojans in position to win
their first NCAA track and field
championship in eight years.

Ken Randle took over the favor-
ite's role in the 400 meters today
with a semifinal victory in 44.99,
fastest in the world this year, and
James Gilkes, after almost failing to
qualify in the semifinals of the 100,
came on to place third in the final for
six points.

Ralph Fruguglietti and Darrell
Elder qualified second and fourth in
the discus, Fruguglietti with a life-
time best of 194-8, and. Tom Andrews
came from seventh place in his 400
hurdles semifinal to make today's fi-

nal with a third place finish.

Also, both relay teams advanced,
as did Rayfield Beaton in the 800 and
Tom Cochee in the triple jump, so the
Trojan potential would appear to be
somewhere between 50 and 70 points.

Tennessee and Kansas remain
strong threats, although the Jay-
hawks faltered some Friday, and de-
fending champion Texas El Paso
moved into contention by placing
two men in the 10,000-meter final.

After seven final events, UTEP
and San Jose were tied for the lead
with 20 points. Washington was next
with 14, followed by five teams with
10, Washington State, Auburn, Cali-
fornia, Texas and Mississippi State.
Fourteen events will be run today.

Winner of the 100 was Auburn
freshman Harvey Glance in 10.16, a
very fast electrical clocking. Tennes-
see's Reggie Jones was second in
10.33, followed by Gilkes in 10.35.

Other winners included San Jose
State freshman Dedy Cooper, 13.89 in
the 110-meter high hurdles; Wash-
ington State's John Ngeno 28:22.66 in
the 10,000 meters; Mississippi Col-
lege's Larry Myricks, 26-1% in the
long jump, and Texas's Dana LeDuc,
65-5%2 in the shot put.

In the high hurdles, UCLA's James
Owens was second for the second
straight year, running 13.94. Owens
was the leader for seven hurdles but
he went off-balance on the eighth
where Cooper shot by him and held
on for the win.

The 100 created some controversy
when Jones appeared to jump on the
first start, an infraction that calls for
automatic disqualification, but the
starter ruled that the click from a
camera caused the jump and left
Jones in the field.

Gilkes, who got his usual horren-
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