Trojan Spriners
Lose Identity but
Qualify in 400

BY MAL FLORENCE
Times stat Writer

CHAMPA IL—USC had to
sweat out a “disqualification” in the
400-meter relay but, otherwise,
things were formful for the Trojans
and other favored teams Thursday in
the "”""'f day of trials in the NCAA
track and field championships at the
Umvmllyn”lllmu Memorial Stadi-

USC was in the first heat of the
first running event of the day—the
sprint relay. The foursome of Tom

drews and Clancy Edwards easily
‘won in 40.16 to advance to the semi-
finals—or o it seemed.

Then, it was announced that USC
was dnquahllad. Tom A , talk-
ing to the stands,
aummed his hand dnwn on a seat.
“That just can't be,” he said incredu-
lously, “Every pass was legal.”

Coach Vern Wolfe looked like a
sprinter hustling over to the rules
committee. A few minutes later, he
‘was smiling. It seemed that someone
made a mistake. Fresno State, not
USC, was the d!squnlmed team.

Wolfe and his sprinters got a
‘momentary scare and so did Steve
Scott, UC Irvine’s outstanding miler.
Scott had to sprint the last 200 meters
just to catch the pack and qualify !or
the 1500 meter finals Saturday. He
‘was ninth with 300 meters to go and
had to swing to the outside to run
down the field and win.

‘Trojans who figured to pass open-
ing qualifying tests did. Edwards ad-
vanced in the 100 and 200 meters,
Joel Andrews moved to the semifinals
in the 100 and Mike Johnson qualified
in the 110-meter hurdles.

Tom Andrews and Rich Greybehl
were heat winners in the 400-inter-
mediate hurdles and freshman lo
jumper Larry Doubley qualified wil
a wind-aided leap of 26-5%. It was a
big jump but Illinois’ Charlton Ehi-
zuelen, a Nigerian, went farther—26-

USC had the fastest qualifying time
in the 1,600-meter relay (3:07.3) with
Joel Andrews running an unofficial
45.8 opening leg. UCLA’s sprint and
1,600 rehy teams also advanced.

UCLA’s 1-2 hurdle punch of James
Owens and Greg Foster, a former II-
linois state prep champion, won open-
ing 110-meter heats in style. Owens,
getting a blazing start, was timed in
13.70 while bucking a head wind.

ers and sprinters had to run

intoa wind that ranged from 3 to4
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m.p.h. Therefore, times weren’t too spectacular on the new
dark green polyurethane track.

But it was a nice day for running with the temperature
in the high 70s as a Midwestern heat wave broke for the
56th annual meet.

The Trojans and Bruins had some casualties. USC’s half
milers, Rayfield Beston, David Omwansa and Lloyd John-
son couldn’t get among the top three in their heats and
were eliminated. Omwansa (1:50.0) and Johnson (1:49.36)
v»iere fourth, with the latter barely edged out for third
place.

UCLA'’s distance runners—Barrie Williams and Brian
Russell in thel,500 and Shawn James in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase—went unplaced in heats.

But UCLA’s Jason Meisler qualified in the high jump
(USC’s Tim Walker didn't, going out at 6-10) and the
Bruins’ Mike Tully advanced in the pole vault.

Scott got into a slow 1,500 heat, had to run on the out-
side most of the way and then went into a concerted sprint
to qualify for the finals.

So, that set up a showdown between the Californian and
UTEP’s Wilson Waigwa, who has beaten Scott five times.
Waigwa, running easily, settled for second in his heat.

“I never touched lane one at all during the race,” Scott
said. “Luckily, there was a long straightaway and the field
came back to me. But, for a while I didn't think it would.

“I don't like a race like that. It only proves who runs the
fastest 220, not who is the best miler.”

Although Scott hasn’t beaten Waigwa, he’s confident he
can. ‘‘He outkicked me in every race,” he said. “But, even-
tually, I'll get him. Each race I get a little closer to him.”

Nothing happened to alter the team championship out-

Track Notes

Shotput, hammer throw and javelin qualifications weren't need-
ed. Finals in the hammer, shotput, long jump, 100 meters and 10,000 |
are scheduled today . . . Edwards won his 100 heat in 10.75 and was
second in the 200 (21.48). He looked a little tight; not as impressive
as Texas’ Johnny Jones, who won the fastest heat in 10.38 while
encountering a 3.45 m.p.h. head wind. Joel Andrews was third in |
the heat but his time (10.58) was faster than any other heat winner
except Jones. Harvey Glance of Auburn, the defending NCAA 100
champion, won his heat in 10.69 but was eliminated in the 200. It
was his fourth running event of the afternoon and he didn't have it,
finishing fourth . . . Arizona State’s Gary Burl, who placed fourth
in the NCAA 110-meter hurdles in 1976, was disqualified for a false
start . . . New Mexico, expected to score points in the 800 and stee-
plechase, isn't in the meet. The school didn't officially declare its
athletes in time. . . . Wolfe, whose Trojans only beat WSU by 14
points in the Pac-8 meet, is worried about the Cougars again. “They
can get a lot of points in the distance races,” he said. “I only hope
that Virgin (who'll double in the 5,000 and 10,000) can split them
u8 abit.” . . . Kimombwa, Rono and Virgin are the favorites in the

10,000 today.


Russ Reabold
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