Tully Narrowly
Misses 18-8%4
in Record Try

BY MAL FLORENCE
Times Statt Writer

Midway through a double dual
track and field meet that USC and
UCLA were dominating over Stan-
ford and California Saturday at Drake
Stadium, Mike Tully decided to put
:ome zest in an otherwise routine af-
air.

UCLA's Tully, the world indoor

le vault record holder at 18-5%,
md just cleared 18-0'4. Instead of
asking officials (o raise the bar a few
more inches, he went for the big
number.

The bar was placed at a world rec-
ord height of 18-8%. Tully, trying to
figure out vhk:h way the wind gusts
were coming from, had two respecta-
ble misses. en on his third try—
with his hips over the bar—he
brushed it off with his chest on the
way down. A good try.

It only seems like a matter of time
before Tully, the strong, blond- haired
senior, breaks the outdoor record of
18-8Y4 set by Dave Roberts in 1976,

“If 1 had moved the standards up a
little, 1 wouldn't have come down on
it (the bar) and could have snuck
around it," Tully said. “But I'm stll
experimenting with some technical
things. I've got a lot of experience
now (indoor and European summer
circuit) and I feel I can jump 18 feet
under any conditions—even if it's
raining.”

Tully was the show on a clear, win-
dy day when USC buried Stanford,
111-39, and UCLA routed California,
95-59, before 5981 fans.

Even though the Trojans and
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Bruins didn’t compete against each other except in the 3,-
000-meter steeplechase and 5,000, some of the track nuts
were busy keeping a USC-UCLA “dual meet” score lead-
ing up to their significant showdown April 29.

The Trojans “won,” 88%2-64%4. The figures didn't total
to the prescribed 154 points because the Trojans and
Bruins were short some runners in the 400-intermediate
hurdles.

This tally may not be an accurate gauge because of the
emotional factor and the fact that a talented, multiperfor-
mer such as UCLA's Greg Foster competed only in the
sprint relay.

USC, which hasn't lost to Stanford since 1933, won 16 of
the 18 events, set seven meet records and tied another.

Some of the Trojan highlights:

—Henry Perez, in his first start this season in the stee-
plechase, won in the school record time of 8:53.7. Perez is a
former national junior college record holder in the steeple
at 8:47 flat.

9-1[;):'"!" Elder, ineligible previously, won the discus at
191-8.

—David Omwansa, a Kenyan, won the 1,500 in 3:47.4.
Then, in the 800, he tripped and fell on the first turn of the
last lap but got up to finish second with a rousing finish.

—Billy Mullins looked fluid in winning the 400 in 45.6;
James Sanford, normally a quarter-miler, won the 100 in a
wind-aided 10.36, and Clancy Edwards breezed to a 205
(hand timed) victory in the 200.

UCLA, which won 12 events, wasn't quite as impressive
as USC although new Bruin Ted DeMill won the javelin at
235-3, Shawn James took the steeplechase in 8:57.3 (one of
}r[\rﬁe meet records set by UCLA) and, of course, there was

ully
“Vaulting is like sleeping for me now.” said Tully, im-
plying it comes so naturally. “I took a short run today (113

feet) but I'll lengthen it for the NCAA and AAU meets and
get more velocity.”

Tully has the figure “19" sewn on his warm-up pants
and you get the idea that the height is a possiblity for him

now.

UCLA coach Jim Bush, when apprised of the unofficial
USC-UCLA dual score, said: “The Trojans are awesome,
but I don't think they can improve as much as we can."

Stanford coach Payton Jordan, who recently accused
USC of pouring it on in the g:ul didn't make that charge
Saturday. “They didn't hold back, but they've got a lot of
talented athletes.”

USC coach Vern Wolfe, anticipating the question of
“pouring it on Stanford,” smiled and said: “All we did is
compete. But Payton's remarks have been on our bulletin
board all week."
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