Trojans Win
a Meet for Al
Seasons, 84-10

BY MAL FLORENCE
Times Statt Writer

USC's Vern Wolfe and UCLA's Jim
Bush hailed Saturday’s dual track and
field meet between their teams as the
greatest ever in the series. They're
probably right.

There was one world-class perfor-
mance after another at Drake Stadi-
um, where 18 lifetime bests were re-
corded by scoring athletes—11 for the
‘Trojans, seven for the Bruins.

As expected, USC won, 84-70, but
the meet was still in doubt until the
5,000 meters, the next-to-last event
of the program. Trojan Henry Perez
finished second to UCLA's Barrie
Williams to decide the outcome.

USC sprinter Clancy Edwards was
the outstanding performer on a day of
superlative achievements. The stocky
Trojan won the 100 meters in 10.18
and the 200 in 20.03.

His 200 clocking was the fifth
fastest of all time and second best at
sea level. His 100-200 double is be-

ieved to be the best ever by auto-
mauc timing.

il had no idea my 200 time was that
fast,” Edwards said. “I had trouble
getting my race together and I didn't
explode off the turn as I usually do.
Yes, I think I can break the 200 world
record (1983 by Tommie Smith in
1968) some day.”

Edwards had to be at his best to
hold off UCLA's Greg Foster, who is
almost a one-man track team. Foster
won the 110-meter high hurdles in a
wind-aided 13.46, was timed at 10.33
for second behind Edwards in the 100,
anchored his sgnnl relay team (USC
won in a 1978 world best time of
38.85) and was timed at 20.41 for sec-
ond in the 200. He would have run a
leg on the mile relay team if the meet
had still been undecided.

“It was one PR (personal recurd)
PR, PR after another,” Bush said. “]
has to be the greatest dual meet from
the standpoint of marks.”

Here are some of them:

—USC's Billy Mullins won the 400
in 45.03 and was chased by teammate
James Sanford (45.77) and UCLA's
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—USC senior Rayfield Beaton set a meet record of 1:46.5

in winning the 800 meters and Perez got another meet
standard by taking the 3,000-meter steeplechase in 8:52.1.
The Bruins to win the steeplechase, 800 and 1,500

(USC's David Omwansa beat Barrie Williams) in order to
have a legitimate shot at winning the meet.

The Bruins had to win the steeplechase, 800 and 1,500
(USC's David Omwansa-beat Barrie Williams) in order to
have a legitimate shot at winning the meet.

Still, the Bruins had a chance with three events left. The
Trojans were expected to go 1-2 in the 200 with Edwards
and Mullm But Mullins a muscle twinge in his leg
and an t stomach from taking too many salt tablets,

Wolfe held him out of the race—saving him for the
eoncludmg mile relay.

Edwards didn't really get moving until five yards out of
the turn and then he powered down the straightaway to
vtctory over Foster in 20.03, which is also a collegiate rec-

ltwnsuchafmrace that Sanford was caught in 20.48
for third and UCLA's Millard Hampton, showing improve-
ment, in 20.51 for fourth.

So instead of clinching at least a tie with an anticipated
1-2 in the 200, the Trojans were still being pressed by the
Bruins. UCLA had to take 1-2 in the 5,000 to make the
meet hinge on the mile relay.

Willams won, but Shawn James, who finished second to
Perez in the steeplechase, dropped out with 3% laps left—
and took the Bruins' hopes with him. USC got second
(Perez) and third (Richard Crowell), picked up four amu
and sealed the meet with 78 points out of a possible 1

Even though the mile relay was anticlimactic, the Tro-

jans put together their best team (Joel Andrews, Beaton,
Sanford and Mullins) and won in 3:06.6.

A crowd of 11,432 on a mild, overcast afternoon watched
USC win its 18th straight dual meet over the past three
years (third straight over UCLA) and probably clinch the
mythical U.S. dual meet championship. The USC-UCLA
winner has received this award since it was created in 1970
by Track & Field News.

“I'm proud of my team and they did a job, but the Tro-
jans did a better one,” Bush said. “The Trojans are the best
Leam¢|n the country now, and if they get any better .
gaw

“But our team is improving and we'll be better in the
NCAA meet. Hampton (the 1976 Olympic silver medalist
in the 200) and James Owens (1977 NCAA and AAU hur-
dles champion) are almost back to form.”

Wolfe was expected to double Omwansa from the 1,500
to the 5,000, but the Kenyan didn't run the longer race.
The USC coach was confident Perez could get a second'
and was also counting on winning the mile relay.

“[ figured that if we didn't win the mile relay we didn't *

deserve to win the meet,” he said. “How about this for a
meet. It's the greatest you'll find regardless of who wins.”

It has been that way for many years.
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