Tully Sets Disputed
World Vault Record

Clears 18-83% but Remeasurement
Shows Bar at 18-8, Short of Mark

BY MAI. FLORENCE

CORVALLIS—UCLA's Mike ‘Mly cleared a world record height of 18-8 3
in the pole vault Friday on the opening day of the Pacific 8 track and field
champlanxhlfs at Wayne Valley Field, but he might not have a world record.

Confusing? You bet it is. And here's what happened:

Tully, who has come close to scal-
ing 18-8% this season, finally made
the height on his first attempt. The
bar quivered, but Tully said he didn't
touch it.

The bar was measured at 5.71 me-
ters (18-8%) before he jumped, but
before it could be measured after-
wards, either an official knocked the
bar off or the wind was the culprit.

‘Tully nervously paced up and down
while officials replaced the bar on the
standards and measured it again. In-
ternational Amateur Athletic Federa-
tion rules stipulate that “in all cases
of records judges must check the
meaxuremem after the height has
been cleared.”

It was checked and it came out to
5.69 meters, or 18-8. “They cost me a
world record,” said an angry Tully,
who is the world indoor record holder
at 18-5%. “I could have had them put
it an inch higher (before the vault).”

So, once again, Tully had the bar
placed at a measured 18-8%, but
there was a 20-minute delay during
the measurement, and when the
blond Bruin resumed vaulting, he was
understandably upset.

He missed twice at 18-8% and then
UCLA coach Jim Bush intervened,
holding an IAAF rule book that re-
portedly said record vaults are only
‘measured before attempts, not after-

wards.

The officials agreed with Bush, and
it was announced that Tully, indeed,
had a world record. But Bush had an
outdated IAAF rule book that, as it
turns out, wasn't applicable.

However, fans left the track stadi-
um believing Tully had set a world
record.

Bush claims he did. “As I was leav-
ing the meet, officials told me that

made an error in measuring
Mike's vault nlter the bar was re-
placed,” he

The pole vaulung box was repor-

ly depressed and not flush with
the runway. A board was plmd
across the box for measuring purposes
and Bush said that Tully was cheated
out of two centimeters—and that offi-
cials agreed with him later.
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TULLY RECORD UNDER DISPUTE
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