It Goes Down to the Wire:
Trojans Win on Last Event

BY MAL FLORENCE
‘Times Statf Writer

CORVALLIS, Ore.—USC survived
two disqualifications Saturday to win
its fifth straight Pacific 8 track and
field championship at Wayne Valley
Field.

The Trojans figured to win by a
large margin, but as it turned out,
they had to get a lot of points in the
1,600-meter relay, the concluding
event, to clinch the title.

They did, winning in 3:05.3. So the
Trojans wound up with 126 points,
just holding off surprisingly strong
Oregon, which had 119. UCLA was
third (113) and Washington State
fourth (109%%).

The Trojans lost 20 points when
Billy Mullins and Rayfield Beaton
were disqualified after winning the
400 and 800 meters, respectively.
Mullins was cited for repeatedly step-
ping on the line bordering his lane.
Beaton was set down for cutting off
Oregon's Greg Walton and causing
him to lose his balance.

“I can't look,” said USC coach Vern ™

Wolfe before the start of the 1,600-
meter relay. Then he shielded his
eyes with his hands.

Wolfe had reason to be concerned.
His Trojans trailed the Ducks, 119-
116, at the time. Although USC fig-
ured to get no worse than second in
the four-lap relay, the way things
were going nothing was certain.

Beaton staked USC to about a five-
meter lead on the second leg and then
Mullins, running anchor, out-kicked
UCLA's Donn Thompson to retain the
margin at the finish.

As the race unfolded, Wolfe kept
pointing to the struggling Oregon
runners laboring in last place. “That’s
all I'm interested in,” he said, mean-
ing that if the Ducks were shut out
(they were), the Trojans could get
fourth and still win the meet.

Some unexpected points that USC
got early in the meet turned out to be
meaningful. Tim Walker and Dennis
Smith were second and third in the
high jump (14 points) and Rich Gray-
behl was a surprise fourth in the 110-
meter hurdles. He also won the 400-
intermediate hurdles (49.98), his spe-
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USC Wins Relay ... and Meet

Continued from First Page
clalty, al\er finishing third once and second twice in pre-
vious yi

Clnncy Lrlwarda retained his sprint titles, as expected.
But he was almost caught napping in the 100 meters. Ed-
wards was left in his blocks and then surged in the last
five meters to beat Oregon's Don Coleman and Andrew
Banks. He was timed in 1034, one of six Pac-8 meel rec-
ords set Saturday.

Edwards came back strong in the 200. He blasted out of
the turn and won in 20.06 (another Pac-8 record). He was
chased to the tape by teammates James Sanford and
UCLA's Greg Foster, who had lifetime bests of 20.24 and
20.40 in finishing second and third. USC's Joel Andrews
placed sixth, so the Trojans picked up 19 points in the 200.

‘The Trojans got their other win when the 400-meter re-
lay team (Kevin Williams, Mullins, Edwards and Sanford)
won in

‘The high jumpers and Graybehl got clutch points for the
‘Trojans and so did David Omwansa, who ran a lifetime best

of 3:39.5 (equivalent to a 3:57 mile) in nmmmg second to
Ore on's Rudy Chapa (3:39.0) in the 1,500 me

Chapa and two of his teammates, Matt Cemmwlu and
Bruce Nelson, set a blmenn{lpuce in an effort to burn off
California's Andy Clifford, the defending champion. The
strategy worked as Clifford lost contact and drifted to the
rear.

But Omwansa, the Kenyan who is better known as a
competent half miler, stayed with the Oregonians. Chay
took the lead just before the last lap and held it, although
Omwansa made up some ground on him in the stretch.

“1 think I can run 3:36," said Omwansa, who plans 10 run
the 1,500 in the NCAA meet June 1-3 at Eugene, Ore. Ob-
viously, the pace wasn't too fast for him even Ihough Cen-
trowitz had a 55.8 opening quarter and was timed at 1:55.2
for the half mile.

Other noteworthy performances on a clear, 80-degree
afternoon were:

—UCLA's Greg Foster winning the 110-meter hurdles
by five meters in 1363. His teammate, James Owens,
scratched from the event because of a pulled leg musc!

—The Bruins' Willie Banks taking the triple jump a
1o <uccc<<fu||\ defend his title.

UCLA’s 1.600-meter relay team strongly challenged
lEC even lhuugh Foster didn't run. He'll be on the unit in
the NCAA meet and that means the Bruins are capable of
avery fast time.

—UCLA's 1.600-meter relay team strongly challenged
LSC even 'hough Foster didn't run. He'll be on the unit in
the NCAA meet and that means the Bruins are capable of
avery fast time.

—Washington State's Henry Rono setting a rclemle«
pace the last mile to win the 5,000 meters in 13:20.;
excellent time but not close to his world record of 1 084
Rono, like Edwards. was a double winner. He won the 10.-
000 Friday after dropping out of the 3,000-meter steeple-
chase because of a heel injury.

Cougars didn't score as many points as expected.
but Rono and his African teammates, Joel Cheruiyet (sec-
ond). Joshua Kimeto (third) and Samson Kimombwa
'Mmi put on an impressive distance running show n the

el o s Beaton perplexed after
they learned of their disqualifications. Mullins “won" the
400 casily in 45:26 and was reclining on a training table
when it was announced that he wasn't a winner,

“If I'm going tobe dlsquallﬁed why don't they tell me
right away.” said Mullins. “Yes, I may have stepped on the
line. but T didn’t go out of my lane.”

Mullins was so distressed, according to assistant coach
Ken Matsuda, that his heart wasn't in the 200. Neither
were his legs. He slowed up coming off the turn and fin-
ished last.

Beaton just held off a surging Conrad Suhr of UCLA to
“win” the 800 in 1:48.8. But three officials (from the Ore-
gon Track Club) flagged him down on the last turn.

‘They said he veered from lane one into lane two and im-

gon's Walton.

‘[ didn't come close to anyone," Buwn said. "1 didn't
cut him off, He knocked himself off stri
‘Wolfe had no complaints about the duqullllluuom
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'l didn't come close to anyone,” Beaton said.

“I didn't

cut him off, He knocked himself off stride.”
Wolfe had no complaints about the disqualifications. "An
official told me that Billy stepped on the line six times,"

the USC coach said, “and I wasn™ in a position to see what
happened to Peg‘e (Rayfield eatun), You have to accept
things like this. They happen.”

It was USC's 12th Pac-8 title in the last 19 years and the
strength of this year's team is evident. The Trojans threw
away 20 points and still won,
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