Maryland Star Becomes First to Run Hurdles in 13 Seconds Flat; Juantorena Loses

BY MAL FLORENCE
Times Statt Writer

The Shark struck as expected but
the Horse broke down a bit.

Maryland’s Renaldo Nehemiah is
called the Shark by his coach, Frank
Costello, because the young hurdler
usually tracks down anyone that is
ahead of him.

That's what Nehemiah did Sunday
in the UCLA-Pepsi Invitational at
Drake Stadium, where he caught Cu-
ba's Alejandro Casanas in the 110-
meter hurdles and went on to beat
him in the world record time of 13
seconds flat,

Cuba’s Alberto Juantorena, the
1976 Olympic Games 400 and 800-me-

ter champion, is known as the Horse
because of his powerful build and
long stride,

But Juantorena, competing for the
first time in the United States, was
obviously not in top condition. El Ca-
ballo didn't have his normal, wither-
ing kick in the stretch and finished
third in the 400, Willie Smith, the
fluid ex- Auburn runner, was the win-
ner in 46,55,

The meet promised to be the best
ever held in this area since the days
of the Coliseum Relays and Compton
Invitational —and it lived up to expec-
tations for the sellout crowd of 12,862.

Nehemiah broke his world record
of 1316 (set April 14 at the Jenner

Invitational at San Jose) in a race
that brought the three fastest high
hurdlers of all time together in one
race,

But Casanas, the former record-
holder at 13,21, couldn't beat the 19-
year-old Nehemiah deslgite a rolling
start and UCLA's Greg Foster hit the
second hurdle, staggered over the
third and fell after banging into the
fourth hurdle.

“If I had gotten the same start as
Casanas, I would have run 12.6,” Ne-
hemiah confided to a teammate after
a press conference.

As it is, the record may be submit-
ted at 12.99 when the Accutrack pho-
to of the finish is blown up and reexa-

mined.

Nehemiah's achievement was the
most outstanding on a Sunday in
which dark clouds gave way to sun-
shine and clear skies.

But there were other memorable
moments, such as:

—Ireland’s Eamonn Coghlan and
Steve Scott leaning into the finish
tape together in the mile. Coghlan
was judged the winner by the barest
of margins. Both were timed in 3:57.0.

—Houston McTear, once consid-
ered the lonal claimant to the my-
thical world's fastest human title,
winning the 100 in 10.17. McTear, by
his own admission, had been blown
out of races this season. But now he

has to be reckoned with again,
—Clancy Edwards, the NCAA and
AAU sprint champion from USC, run-
ning down Cuba’s Silvio Leonard in
the 200. Edwards won in 20.51 after
?&;nhmg a badly beaten sixth in the

~Lorna Griffin, representing
Sports West, breaking her American
women's record in the discus with a
throw of 190-6.

Nehemiah, also nicknamed Skeets,
has had only two outdoor hurdles
races this year—and has set a world
record each time. This follows an in-
door season in which he set world
records at distances from 50 to 60
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yards.

Casanas came out of the blocks fast.
So fast that he was recalled for a false
start. In NCAA competition, the Cu-
ban would have been disqualified. But
the meet was conducted under inter-
national rules, allowing for one false

start,

“That first false start was a psych
game,” Nehemiah said.

Once again, Casanas was out fast
and had a half-meter lead over Nehe-
miah who closed in at the fourth
hurdle and took the Cuban by the
sixth. Casanas was a meter back at
the finish—in a very fast 13.23.

“I think he (Casanas) jumped by
two yards,” Nehemiah said. “I was
shocked and panicked and then I
knew I had to go get him. I straight-
ened up a bit. But his being ahead of
me helped me.”

In the 100, McTear got his usual
good start but Leonard, No. 1-ranked
in the 100 last year, was right with
him. McTear didn't fold, as he does
sometimes in the latter stages, and
?gliisoﬂ Leonard, who was timed in

Juantorena, 6-2, 185 (he looks big-
ger), didn’t lose at 400 meters last
year and was ranked No. 1 in the
world. He was in contention on the
backstretch but couldn’t match
Smith’s stretch sprint and faded to
third behind Herman Frazier, who
got the bronze medal in the 400 be-
hind the Cuban at Montreal.

El Caballo will return to the U.S.
{or the Brooks meet June 9 at Berke-
ey.

The mile was more of a strategic
race rather than one in which the
runners were determined to get a fast
time.

Jeff Jirele of the Santa Monica
Track Club was the pacesetter for the
first 2% laps. Then Steve Lacy went
into the lead, followed by Marty Li-

quori, Scott and Coghlan.

Scott, the former UC Irvine runner
who was timed in 3:55.3 last week at
Drake, jumped the pack on the last
turn and had the lead at the head of
the stretch. But Coghlan, the world
indoor record-holder (3:52.6) and a
strong kicker, closed in—and they
both lunged into the tape together.

It was almost impossible to sepa-
rate the pair after studying the photo
but Coghlan was the winner by the
slightest of margins.

Scott said that he had been sick
with a cold during the week and
didn’t have good workouts. “I really
wasn't mentally ready for the race,”
he said.

Coghlan, who hasn't competed
since the indoor season, said that he
has had difficulty training because of
his work with the Irish Tourist Board.

“I was here for a vacation,” he said.
“I didn’t know what shape I was in.
The 3:57 was faster than I expected.”

Track Notes
Jeff Nelson of Burbank High School set
a national high school record (8:36.3) in
finishing third in the two-mile. The old
mark was 8:409 by Craig Virgin of Leban-
on, IlL, in 1973 . . . Other notable perfor-
mances by preps: Leslie Deniz of Gridley
High set a prep girls’ discus record with a
throw of 175 10 and Joetta Clnk of Maple-
wood, N.J., won the women'’s 800 in 2:03.6
. Willie Banks, the ex-UCLA triple
jumper, won his specialty with a wind-aid-
ed leap of 56-6 3/4 . . . USC's David Om-
wansa finished a strong second (1:48.8) be-
hind James Robinson (1:48.3) in the 800
. . . Markku Tuokko of Finland won the
discus at 220-4 as Al Oerter finished third-
(209-9) and Mac Wilkins, the 1976 Olym-
pic champ, was fifth (206-10) . . . Wilkins
is still with a new i
LaMonte King of UC Irvine beat a
good long j jump field wn.h a wind-aided leaﬂ
of 26-3 .. . Fra acobs of Fairleigl
Dickinson, bothered by a sore ankle, had to
becomentvnthawmmng eight of 7-2 in
the high jump . . . Reijo Stahlberg of Fin-
land, who heaved the shot 71- 2—best in
the world—Saturday night at the Fresno
Relays, won again at 69-7.
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