Foster’s Best Does In Nehemiah
Lewis’ Best (28-3 % ) Is Second Only to Beamon’s 29-2 >

By MAL FLORENCE, Times Staff Writer

Greg Foster was timed in 13.10 seconds in the 110-
meter high hurdles—second fastest of all time. And he
beat his old rival, Renaldo Nehemiah, in the process.

Carl Lewis leaped 28 feet 3% inches in the long jump,
which was wind-aided by the barest of margins. Only
Bob Beamon, with his 29-21% in the 1968 Olympic

v Renaldo Nehemiah says an unfriendly crowd
created an extra hurdle. Story on Page 7.

v What track and field needs, according to one ex-

pert, is a little bit more color. Scott Ostlor 8 column
on Page 3.

Games at Mexico City, has jumped farther.

James Sanford had an impressive sprint double. He
won the 100 in 10.05, beating Stanley Floyd, then took
the 200 in 20.20, while easing up at the tape.

These were only some of the outstanding perfor-
mances Sunday at the UCLA-Pepsi Invitational at

Drake Stadium. A crowd of 10,007 saw the best track
meet of this year—and one of the great track meets of
any year.

Steve Scott, who was aiming to break the American
mile record of 3:51.1, won in 3:52.50. The time probably
would have been faster if the D.R. (designated rabbit),
Dan Raby, had been able to set a faster pace.

On a day of sweltering heat (90 degrees), world bests
for 1981 were commonplace—10 in all.

Evelyn Ashford, like Sanford, was a double sprint
winner, She was timed in 10.99 in the 100—close to her
American record of 10.97—and she came back to clock
51.80 in the 400.

Howard Henley, a sophomore at Arizona State, was
strong in the stretch to run down USC's Bill Green.
Henley was timed in 44.92—a world best this year.

And so it went. But Foster’s hurdles win was perhaps
the most impressive performance of the afternoon.

Never a fast starter, the ex-Bruin was out of the

Please see TRACK, Page 8



TRACK: Foster(13.10) Beats Nehemiah

Continued from First Page

blocks fast and was clearly in charge of the race after a
few hurdles. Sam Turner, formerly of Cal State LA.,
was second in 13.43, while Nehemiah, the world record
holder at 13 flat, could only get third at 13.46.

“I'm not surprised Iran 13.10—only that it came so
early in the year,” Foster said. “And, it may not have
looked like it but Thit a lot of hurdles. I know because I
felt them.

Nehemiah, making his first outdoor start of the year,
said he's gearing his training for meets later in the year,
such as the World Cup next September in Rome. “Pre-
viously, I peaked in May and June and people didn't
hear much from me after that,” he said.

There was a time when it seemed that Foster had a
mental block when he raced against Nehemiah. He used
to barge into hurdles while sneaking a peek at his ad-

versary.

“That’s gone and he knows it,” Foster said, all
to a so-called mental block concerning Nehemiah. “T
didn't even know where he was in the race. I just con-
centrated on 10 hurdles and the finish line.”

wis, 19, a sophomore at Houston, had an outstand-
ing long jump series. He started out at 27-3, then had
some fouls over 28 feet, hit 27-9% (fourth best legal
jump of all time) and then his 28-3 %. And he chopped
his step just before the takeoff board.
e wind gauge read 2.02 meters per second—just
over the allowable 2 m.p.s.

There has been only one legal 28-foot jump in track
history. That was the 28-0% jump by East Germany’s
Lutz Dombrowski at the 1980 Moscow Olympics.

Many people believe that Beamon's 29-2%4 is an out-
of-sight world record. It was also set at Mexico City,
where the altitude helps.

But Lewis says Beamon's record can be broken—and
at sea level.

Lewis was disappointed that his 28-foot jump wasn't
legal and Scott felt the same way in his quest to break
Jim Ryun’s 14-year-old American record.

Raby, of Arizona State, who competed in a dual meet
against Arizona Saturday night, just didn’t set a fast
enough pace for two quarters. He took the field through
an opening 58.5 quarter and his time was only 1:58.6 at
the half mile. Sydney Maree of Villanova was the leader
at the end of three laps, 2:59.2, taking care of any possi-
bility of a record.

Scott, America’s premier miler, charged into the lead
on the backstretch of the final lap and New Zealand's
John Walker, the former world mile record-holder, be-
gan to pour it on in the final turn.

But Scott, who has a best outdoor time of 3:51.11, was
simply too strong for Walker in the final stretch. Walk-
er, who ran 3:50.6 last March in Auckland, New Zea-
land, was second in 3:53.98 and Ireland’s Eamonn Cogh-
lan ﬂle indoor world record-holder at 3:50.6, was third

"l could feel in the first quarter that the race was
going to be a little slow,” Scott said. “But I wasn't going
to take off in this weather and try to lose everybody. I
was primed for the U.S. record. I hoped it would be the
right time and right place. But it just proves you can't
pick a time. I think it was a little too hot for a quality
mile.”

‘Walker said that because the pace was slow, the race
was set up for Scott to win because the American miler

-

JAYNE KAMIN / Los Angeles Times
James Sanford breaks through the tape to win the
100 meters in the Pepsi meet Sundny at UCLA.
Sanford, of USC, came back to win the 200.

has done more speed work than his rivals, including a
1:47 half mile this season.

On the xubject of speed, Sanford provided it. He got a
smooth start in the 100 and held off Floyd, who was
chamnx in the last 20 meters. ford’s
was impressive, especially considering that he was
bucking a 0.8 m.p.s. headwind. It was also the second
fastest 100 in the world this year. Georgia's Mel Lattany
has a10.04 time.

It was the first 1981 outdoor meeting between San-
ford, the world’s fastest human in 1979, and Floyd, who
had that distinction in 1980.

P’loyd. formerly of Auburn, had been bothered by a
uademhulduq He said the leg
ith it

Floyd said. “I raised up a bit and said to myself, ‘Should I
start running now or later.’ My leg is OK. It was just in
my mind.”

Sanford, who is redshirting this season at USC, said
he felt loose and ready for his confrontation with Floyd,
adding that eif one of them is capable of
Jim Hines" world reeord of 9.95 set at Mexico City in

1968.

's just a question of who feels better on a given
day,” Sanford said. “Who knows? Next time he may feel
better.”

Track Notes

Foster said that he credited his fast start to a weight.lifting pro-

gram. “The weight lfting gives me extra drive out of the blocks,”
he said. “Tm coming out low now like a sprinter” . . . Nehemish
said that “West Coast guys pop some times early” and implied that
he'll be sharper later in the season. Ne Foster are the
only hurdlers ever to break 1320 for the 110-meter race
UCLA's Andre Phillips, who came close 1o beating w

holder Edwin Moses April 26 in the 400 intermediate hurdles at Mt.
Sac, was a runaway winner Sunday in 48.62—one

second slower than Moses' winning time at Walnut. Moses didn't

o winning the women's mile.
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