NCAA Track

BulTaH Believes That More Is More

By MAL FLORENCE. Tvmes Staff Writer

EUGENE. Ore —Ernie Bullard, USC's new track
coach. wants (o restore the Trojans (o their once - promi -
nent position in the sport. To do it, he figures he has 1o
play a numbers game

program has virtually abandoned.
USC’s decline has been largely attributed 1o an NCAA
track scholar-

wind up paying at least $5,000 out of his own pocket.

1 want o start working on a three- year program that
would increase the number of scholarship-caliber
athletes,” Bullard said.

Bullard said he was looking into other areas of
financial assistance, such as federal aid and academic
scl that wouldn't count against the athletic
grant, to add quality athletes.

Bullard, finishing up as coach at San Jose State, also
wants to establish a cross-country program Lo attract
distance runners. USC hasn't had any quality distance

also compete in other events.

He also said he would continue td lobby —as Perry
did—against the NCAA scholarship restrictions.

“Track is the only sport in which there are not enough
scholarships for places on the team.” Bullard said,
noting that a team needed at least 25 athletes 10 be
competitive in a dual meet.

Bullard, a USC pole vaulter in the late 19508, also
wants to recruit multi-sport athletes.

“If an athlete is, say, on a football scholarship but also
wouldn't count nst the

Sweden.

“President (James H.) Zumberge has said that USC is
an international school,” Bullard said, adding that it was
good from a cultural exchange standpoint to have a few,
selected foreign athletes.

Vern Wolfe, who is retiring as USC's coach after 22
years at the school, had said that the new coach
wouldn't take the job unless he had a better recruiting
and travel budget, and at least two full-ume assistants

Bullard said that he was negouialing with Zumberge
10 iIncrease the budget and had already hired a full-ume
assistant, Larry Knuth, a distance coach and a former
assistant at UC Irvine

Leo Davis, a sprint coach who was at USC in the
19708, is expected Lo become a part-lime assistant. “But
I'm trying to get him a good salary for that position,”
Bullard said
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